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Amothkr Mississippi Explosion..The frequencyof accidents on the Mississippi steamerscallB to mind the old tradi'ionary horron
when canL.'.ins blow up their eLeamers rather
bhan be passed by another boat. The latest
Incident of the kind is that of the steamer
Silver Spray, which exploded a few miles
above Memphis, on Sunday night, killing at
least twenty-one persons, and injuring a largo
number. j
Russia Honors Sxwabd..It appears that

the Russian government, on being apprised that
Mr. W. II. 8.'ward in'.euds to visit China on

the occasion of bis next trip across the Continent,has tendered for his accommodation the
palace of the imperial Legation at Pekin for
hia residence while in tho Chinese capital. A
kindly compliment from the Czar to a distinguishedAmerican statesman; another evidenceof sympathy between the great autocracy
and the great republic.
Canadian Annexation..Our correr-'poa-*

dent In Ottawa, Canada, gives, in an important
communication which we publish to-day, an

account of the progress which the idea of
annexation to the United Stales is making
among our northern neighbors, according to
which it would seem that the agitation for completesepHraliou of Canada from the British
empire is on the incroase. Its annexation to
the United States would follow as a logical
political consequence.

In Conservative "Old Kenvcck," where
they run up democratic majorities by the
hundred thousand, Sarnbo voted for the first
time yesterday. Strong efforts have been
made to secure his aggregvto vote for the
republicans, but the democratic papers of the
Etate have offered him a fair show on their
fide, and it is likely that Tub vote will bo
divided. In Louisville yesterday, although
©very darkey polled his vote, the democracy
tarried the city and county, and it is very
probable that the untcrrified still hold their

Impregnable position in the State.

President Grant, Secretary Fish and MinisterFrellaghuysen are in close council at Long
Branch. It ia believed that Frelinghnysen
Intends to decline the mission to England. If
such Is the case It is to be hoped that Motley
will return home, and that no Minister will be

appointed at all to the English Court. T7e do
V not need anybody there ia that capacity, for

there is no great question pending between
ourselves and the English nation that can be
settled by diplomacy. Discussion on the
Alabama claims Is no longer allowable, and
consular a: mis can do the necessary routine
«or* j( Jtv UUoaloa*

NEW j

W» UlW Phut of tki War HtTMiMl

Our European telegrams speak of a shar
skirmish between French and Prussian troop
yesterday, a vigorous action of the Prussian
and a repulse of the French. As yet w

wait for the first great tug of war. If w

oan regard tho blowing up of the railroa
viaduct at Bltscha as a huocoss, then Prussi
has won the first victory. It Is difficult t
regard tho blowing up of the viaduct on Freno
soil, the more especially as the effort had to b
repeated and repeated, in any other light tha
as the first positive triumph in the war. I
this war, more than in any w&r which ha
ever been waged, the railroad la to plaj a

important part We cannot conceive wh;
Napoloon was not more careful of this viaduct
Its comparatively undefended condition mua

be regarded as a blunder. Napoloon, it 1
possible, makes little of this particular; bu
whatever plan he may be following out it ii
undeniable that this railroad now destroyer
might to an invading army havo proved o

the utmost value.
It is now, we think, clear that France meam

to invado Prussia and that Prussia means, in
the first instance at least, to act on the
defensive. The destructiou of this railroad,
so far as Prussia is conocrued, is on this
point proof conclusive. The first fight is to take
place on Prussian or Gerraun soil. A specia
cable despatch, which we print this morning,
shows that the whole country betweei
Coblcntz and Mayence is being converted lnt<
a huge eutrencued camp. It is evident tba
from what Prussia has been able to learn o

the movements of the French army she hai
come to the conclusion that her Rhenish pro
vinco is most likely first to be attacked. Th<
Prussian forces await the attack ot th<
French in a triangle, formed by th(
Rhine, the Moselle and tho Saar. Tho lofl
wing rests upon the Rhine, near Sardau. Tht
right stretches out from the Moselle, neai
Treves. Von Moltke, the great Prussian strategist,is reported to have said that if Napoleon^iadnot inurched upon tho Rhine by the
21st July, lio would never reach Mayence.
Saarlouls, it is also said, has been recently
fortified, and it is culoulated that it will materiallyhinder the progress of the French troops.
France is so strong and Prussia is so well
prepared that expectation stands on tiptoe,
looking out for the first general struggle. Untilthen it will be premature to say whose
chances arc best. It is safe to Bay that the
march of the French to Berlin will not be easy.
The prospect is not such as to encourage us
to say that another Jena Is more likoly than
another Leipsic or another Waterloo.
Tho general situation remains much as it

was. Wo have no further news regarding
Denmark. Russia is, if anythiug, more watobruLSpain asks explanations from France.
\ustria, Italy and France seem all to be plot.ingthe ruin of the Iloly Futbe-, while they
sndcavor to come to un understanding regardingtheir common du'y in this war. Groat
Britain is roused from one end to tho other.
Mr. Gladstone's speech at the Lord Mayor's
banquet on Saturday shows that Groat Britain,
much as sho loves peace, is neither unpreparednor unwilling to fight, if tho necessity
is laid upon her. Tho position of the British
government is already beset with many dangers.The sentiment of tho government and
people, so far as it has been expressed, has
been against France. If France should come out
of this struggle victorious, France will not forget
this. It is a curiou3 fact that from the accessionof Louis Napoleon up until tho Crimeon
war the British people continuously trembled
tor and defied a French Invasion. The avengingof St. Ileleua was known to be a Napoleonicidea. Sinco the Crimean war the entente
wrdiale has bpon but seldom and never more

than Blightly interrupted. Another Bonaparte
triumphant in Berlin, might not Boulogne
recover something of its ancient importance,
and might not another threatened invasion be
the terror of the British Isles? Certain it is
that the erdente cordialc between the two
empires has been disturbed. If Napoleon
wins he may have something to say about
"perfidious Albion." If he doeH not win it is
not difficult to forecast the result. It is our

conviction that Napoleon has no heart for this
fight. lie goes into it because bo cannot help
it. It is a necessity laid upon him. If he
had not yiel led to this impulse given him by
tho Fronch people the French people would
have turned against him and his family. 11
he win? tho French people will bow to the
fates, will call him savior and will give him a

splendid opportunity to retire in favor of his
son. But if he does not win.if Prussian soldiersor the soldiers of any coalition should
again encamp in tho gardens of tho Tuileries.
the howl against the Bonapartes will be loud
and long and merciless. Wo witness the
opening Been-s of a great drama. Every
fresh scene, every fresh movement, is a surprise.What is to be tho end no one cau tell.
While we write the first fight may have decided
the campaign. But wc wait for news.

Math' Am.en, who was recently sentenced
l/v !»/» G!4 PiMonn P/»r (Ida mora (v\r naro!
I.VJ UUD U bU IV X 1UJVU IV» UIV J vw» I7J ivt |'i«iivi

thie vinfj, ban been released on five thousand
dollars bail, through the ingenuity of his counsel.A new trial is to be granted him, one o

the jurors confessing to q bias against him ot

tho last one. 11 is a pity that thero are no

more courts like Judge Dowiing's, where sucl
weak inventions are unavailable lor the benefl
of old offenders like Mart Allen. There wai

no doubt of his guilt, and tho law is defectivi
if lie is allowed to escape through a techni
cality. As to a juror being biassed again#
him, it would speak better for our averagi
jiuymcn if all of them were biassed agalns
such men aB Mart.

Tjjk European Mail of the 20th of July
to hand yesterday, supplies a very valuabl
and interesting history of the facts wbic
preceded the great war struggle betwee
France and Fru.aia. The exhibit is publishe
In our columns to-day. It will be exceed
ingly useful for future reference on question
regarding tho motives and animus of grea
contestants, as well as of tho relative posi
tious of the neutral Powers and peoples.
Mns. Lincoln's Fensiok..The rhiladd

phla Prest says:."Of courso it is not tru
that Mrs. Abraham Lincoln will refuse th

pension voted to her by Congress and i

warmly advocated by Mrs. Grant." Mri
Linooln would hardly set so singular s

L examnltw

:OiIK UERALD, lUESDAr
U Tk» SlyitarloM JHarder.Jnitve Bedford

p I'Uurse to tbo brand Jury.
18 The present agitation of the publio mind I
b view of the late terrible tragedy in Twentj

third slreet would naturally lead us to expe<
e that the presiding Judge of the Court <

d Sessions would embody the facta of this horr
a ble murder in his message from the bench t
© the Grand Jury. Judge Bedford has donemor
h than this. Without omitting the most importar
e questions which will undoubtedly com

n before the Grand Jury, he dwell
n upon the fact that this tragedy Is not a solitar
a lnstanoe of tbo depraved condition of certai
n poilioasof the oommunity. He olios It ver

y wisely as but an evidence of the demoralize
i. atmosphere In which we live, lie remind
t the jury that every one of them " sworn a

s grand jurors should fully realize the conditio
i or uungs ia hub city, me lawless ciasa ur

s becoming daily more daring and reckless
I They must be checked In their mad career
f The protection of society and the futuro wel

fare of the metropolis depend in great raeasur*

i upon the prompt award of punishment foi
i crime; andtko people look to the authoritiei
> for protection. Let them not look in vain. Le

every official in these trying times prove him
i self worthy of tko people's confidence."
> The people look to the police and the courti
1 of law for protection against lawlessnesi

and violence. Whether they have put tbei
i trust in a delusion is questionable; but then
) is much reason to boliovo they have from tb<
t criminal records of the past year or two. Murfders of the most fearful character have beet
9 perpetrated in the most populous portions o
- the metropolis, and no criminal has beei
) brought to justice. The Burdell tragedy
) with all the train of evidence elicited at tb(
» inquest, fell through the hands of the polio<
t like water through a sieve. The assassina*tion ofMr. Rogers in open day, at his own door,
' seemed to afford an ample opportunity for the

exercise of detective skill; yet never wai

there so hopeless a blunder, and, in fact, a

succession of blunders, as in that case.

Judge Bedford, in his allusion to the terrible
tragedy which now convulses the entire community,congratulates the Grand Jury thai
the case is in ibe hands of a most worthy
citizen and fearless official.Superintendent
John Jourdan.who will use every effort tc
arrest and punish the cowardly murderers ol
Mr. Nathan. The whole community look
now to Mr. Jourdan, and wo trust that he
will not prove unworthy of the good opinion
expressed by the City Judge. The perpetraloi
of this brutal murder must bo bunted up and
brought to justice. The blood of the excellen!
and unoffending gentleman so cruelly slain
must be avenged through the channels ol
justice and the law. No temporizing, no

consideration for private feelings ; no dawdlingwith vague olues and theories, come

from what source tbey may, should be allowed
to stand in the path of t'ue detective's inflexible
duty. Captain Jourdan has the machinery
at work. That he is competent to reach a

successful issue in the detection of the real
criminal few will doubt. Let us be patient.
Let us watch events and not anticipate them,
accepting, meantime, the assurance of the
City Judge, that every nerve will be strained
in this terrible case "until the majosty of the
law shall be vindicated."

French Immigration to the United States.

It is probable that statistics would
show a greater French immigration to the
United Slates on (he part of representatives
of skilled labor and mercantile experience than
to Algeria since the conclusion of our recent
civil war. In New York alone the number o(
French signboards, announcing every kind of
industry and trade, has of late surprisingly
increased. Even since the declaration of wai

between Franco and Prussia.an event which
must temporarily check Frenoh as well at

German immigration.it is curious to learr
that one of the most extensive sohemes o:

immigration from France is still being successfullycarried out. Thus a despatca from St.
Louis, which was originally a centre of Frencl
colonization, informed us yesterday of lh<
arrival iu that city of the agent of the HumanitarianSociety of France, on his way to southwestMissouri in search of a location for twe
thousand Freuch families. After tho terminationof the impending war in Europe we may
expect that Frenchmen, Germans, Swedes,

, Norwegians, Irish, Scotch and E.iglish; in fine
Europeans of every nation, will swell thi
flood of Immigration to an unpreoedentec
height. With our present comparatively
sparse population and our vast area of terri
tory we can heartily welcome all, wbetho
from Europe or from Asia, who shall seel
homes in free America and aid in the developmentof its incalculable resources of wealll
and prosperity.

Mil. Sewaud has given the negroes wh<
celebrated one of their emancipation days yes

I terday at Auburn some sound advice. He ad
vised tbcin to keep themselves free by edn
eating themselves up to the requirements c

1 freemen and to Compass the freedom of the!
I brothers in the West Indies, South Americ
' and Africa in tfie same way. The latter pat

of Mr. Seward's advice we think was super
f fluous. Tho emancipation of tho negroes i
1 tho West Indies, in South America and i
* Africa is being worked out by a sharper an
1 prompter method than education. In the Wet
t Indies it is being carved out by the sword as
I tiro a nortTiwl Allf Kapo nn/1 in Qnttf K A inovlo

13 and Africa it is being brought about bj th
" ruling example and influence of tbo Unite
t States.
® Wali. Stkbrtandthr Nathan Murder.

Itmust be some slight mitigatioa of the gra
grief of Mr. Nathan's family to leara of th
profound respect which was paid his memor

e ia Wall street yesterday. The Stock Exchung
h was hermetically closed throughout the funeri
d services, and eveu the frivolous curbstor
d dealers were awed into silence by the quii
[- wLicb reigned iu Broad street. The rcinaii
s consigned to the tomb, the Stock Exchanj
tt opened at one o'clock in the afternoon.

The Governor has finally decided again
commuting the sentence of John Real, wt

I- will in all probability ba hanged next B'rida;
e Considerable sympathy has been excited by tt
o courageous bearing of Real since his sentence
io but sympathies have little to do with law, &i

b. In this case, whatever one may think of Re
»n personally, the coarse of the law U as Just

it ia stern.

, AUGUST 2. 1S70..THirLIS
' Rome.The Pop* and His IoialUblluy.

Dloveineata et Prunes and Austria.
la In reference to tho perpetuation of the twnr-porul power of the Holy Father of Rome the
jt proclamation of tlio dogma of Infallibility was
»f evidently a great mistake. We haro the newe

1- from Rome that orders have been there
,o received for the concentration of the French
e troops of tho lioly City at its seaport of Oivita
it Veocbla, with a view to their embarkation for
A i?annAA ~ nr» t. at.
i7 i ittuto at a iiiuiikmi* » iiuuuo. vro uavo iuu

is additional u ws from Paris that Austria has
y given her sanction to the taking possession of
n Rome by the kingdom of Italy; and wo have
y the news from Vienna that "the official govderuraent journal of that capital announces the
b abrogation of the concordat between Austria
a and Rome, and that the Papal government has
a boon notified of this decisive proceeding on the
e part of Austria. Finally, as if fully aware of

the "manifest destiny" of Rome, as foreshadowedin these significant movements, it Is
. reportod (hat tho Holy Father, anticipating the
n necessity of a retirement from the Eternal City,
f contemplates a retreat to the British island of
) Malta,
t In theso simultaneous acts on the part of
. Austria and France in regard to the Pope, it

is apparent that he is as a temporal ruler to

n be abandoned or only to be used as a make9weight with the kingdom of Italy. Tho old
r concordat between Austria and tho Pope, with
9 the numerous reforms established in tho AusB

trian government under the administration of
. Von Beust, baa become practically a dead lot1

ter. As it was, the authority of the Pope over

f the Austrian dominions, in matters of religion,
, education, marriages, Ac., was supreme; as

it is, the government of the Churoh is in all
, things subordinate to the State. The for5

raal abrogation of the concordat, however, in
consequence of the dogma ot' infallibility, is
eqidvaleut to a complete abandonment of the

, Holy Father as a temporal dependent upon
, the protection of Austria without the addition

of her consent to the occupation of Gome by
King Victor Emanuel.

( On the part of Napoleon, "the eldest son of
the Church," the rocall of his troops from

t Rome signifies the same thing. Nor can the
, Holy Father justly complain of this proceed.ing after ail the remonstrances and warnings
, given him from Paris concerning this dogma
[ of infallibility. But even if the dogma had

been rejected by the Council, through the instructionsof the Pope and in deference to the
wishes of France, we can hardly suppose it

. would have made any difference in tho policy
^ of Napoleon at this crisis. lie evidently counts

upon a eevoro strugglo with Prussia, armed, as

she is, for the fight, and strengthened, as she is,
r by all the Gorman family of States up to the

Austrian frontiers. Hence to Napoleon the
necessity of a clear understanding, not only betweenFrance and Austria, but between France,
Austria and Italy, on the basis of Italian and
Austrian neutrality, If not of active co operationwith France in the war. Austria clearly
sympathizes with France, but has her misgivingsof tho sympathies of Italy. Venice was
the gift to Italy from Prussia, and the Italians,
while grateful to Bismarck, have become distrustfulof Napoleon; for they remember, too,
the loss of Savoy and the expulsion by Napo,Icon's Chassepots of Garibaldi from the gates
of Rome. Hence Austria consents to the
occupation of Rome by Victor Emmanuel,
while proclaiming the abrogation of the concordant.
Hence, in any event, tho issues of this war,

already clearly foreshadowed, aro the abolition
of the States of the Church, their annexation
to the kingdom of Italy, the temporary retirementof the Pope of Rome, and his return
simply as the head of the Church, under
the protection of the high contracting

' parties in the treaty of peace. What
the compensations to Franco may be from Italy,

t and what the equivalents to Austria, are not
i yet hinted at; but that they will involve Borne

f changes in the southern political map of
Europe, from tho island of Sardinia to the
Danube, is almost certain. It will suffice for
the present that with France and Austria the
dogma of Papal infallibility has virtually
settled the transfer of the Papal States to the
kingdom of Italy. The Holy Father, in selectingMalta aB his retreat, in view of the necessity
of bis retirement, doubtless expects an early
return to Rome under some new arrangement,
or otherwiso we should again recommend him

, the advantages of a permanent removal to the
s United States, where he would be permanently
1 secure against all European intrigues, complications,coalitions and chances of war, and

where his infallibility as the head of tho Church
would excite no dangerous jealousies and could
do no harm. As it is Papal infallibility,
though a great hit as a religious dogma, is
manifestly a political mistake, whereby Garibaldiis waiting for a call to Rome.

0 What Senator Harlan Bats About
~ General Grant..Senator Harlan, of Iowa,

has written a letter to a gentleman in Florida
In renlv to certain inmiiries resnect.inor General
Grant and his administration, ike Senator

r says that, although some of the acts of tlio
n administration do not meet the cordial
' approval of a number of republicans.tho

recall of Mr. Motley, for Instance.yet, as n
n whole, it meets the support of the party.
n The Senator might have spared himself the
d trouble of gratifying the curiosity of his
^ Florida correspondent; for no doubt the
11 dreams of General Grant at his cool retreat
a on Long Branch will not be disturbed at the
6 present time about whatever politicians may
^ write or think about himself or his administration.
~ A Mcbdkr in a Fight fob Bkkad is a new

phase taken by the murder mania in at least
6

one instance in the city. A party of roughs
J demanded bread of a baker on East Fourteenth
'° street, but refused to pay for it, when a fight^ ensued and the baker fatally stabbed one of
10 the party, named Fingleton, with a bayonet.

Tho party were not starving or unable to buy
19 bread, but they had been drinking and were

bent on a fight. Rum usually has something
to do with cases of this kind, and bread very

t seldom.

io Let the Dsad Rest..Quite a controversy
jr. has sprung up between A. II. Stephens and E.
ie Barkidalc, of the Jackson (Mississippi) Cl&);rivn, in regard to whether, as alleged by Mr.
id Stephens, Jefferson Davis prevented the
al advance of the Confederate army on Washingaston immediately after the first battle of Manas,

a&B. Those controversies oalj lead to heart-

KITBiiT.
burnings and recriminations among those who
engaged and sulfbred in the "Lost Clause,"
and tbejr had better be abandon >d first as last j
the sooner the better. Let the dead rest.

Ilia Vreuok («rdji of Power Around
tbe World.

Most people, even the well-Informed, when
casually speaking of "France" or tho "French
Empire," forget tho full significance of that
expression. Glancing at a map of the globe,
wo discover in France proper a territory so

small, in comparison with our own vast continentaldoinuln, that we are forcibly rem! ided
of Mr. Mnrcy's famous phrase, whon he spoke
of Austria us "a mere patch on tho earth's
surface." Her European limits are hardly
eonal to the eomhinerl minr»rflnios of two or

throe of our larger States at the North, while,
at the South, Texas alone exceeds them by
about sixty-nino thousand square miles. Yet,
within those boundaries Frauce has a populationof thirty-eight million souls. But if we
set forth upon a geographical tour of her outsideposts and military and naval possessions
we are soon struck by, not merely their
number and extent, but by the strategic continuitythat can be distinctly traced in their
arrangement and their relations to each other.

It was the boast of British orators
and statesmen not long since, when
extolliug the power of their own country,
that 'Its morning drumbeat is beard around the
world," the allusion referring to her chain of
colonies in every zone and in every quarter of
the earth. In truth, her nominal possessions
in America, Asia and Africa, including the
Canadas, Australia, India and the Cape of
Good Hope, are immense. But it must be rememberedthat tbpso regions linng so loosely
to the mother country as to be almost independent,and their actual severance from the
central control is but the question of another
generation. The home power is of too limited
proportions, too cloBely hedged in by rival and
menacing States, and '

too greatly exhausted
nf nYiua'nal r.laAiipnna In f»nmnirlann w!Hi ilia

rapidly growing strength of its colonies, to
hold its direct sway over them much longer.
In view of this fact the idea was broached, a

few years since, of making India the cehtro
of control, and thereby acquiring a continentalstatus in the East. lint the climateand soil of India are the very
reverse of those of England, and the suggestionhas been little beard of in later years.
With Fraace the case is totally different.
While it is true that she has lost the magnificentdomain which was once co-extensive
with the present United States and
the Canadas taken together, when her flag was

oarried by water, not only to all the shores of
the Atlantio and Pacific oceans, but into the
very heart of the wilderness on land, a shrewd
and far-seeing policy has dotted the surface
of the globo with outposts that have become,
and of choice remain, intensely French.

Let us see! Setting out eastward, wo find her
firmly established in Algeria, the finest part of
the north of Africa, and with the Suez Canal
under her influence, lying directly athwart tho
great highway of Oriental traffic. Holding
Nice as her own, nnd garrisoning Rome and
Civita Vecchia, as an iadispensablo occupant,
she clasps the Mediterranean Sea in her emhmnavvMIa frnm Siit»7. rHa 1oo!:r mifc uhaii ilia

Red Sea, and from the Red Sea hitherward
upon Egypt, and thitherward upon Syria and
Arabia. Thus,- upon the north of the African
continent she is encamped with 3,000,000 of
population. Following her down tho western
coast and thence around tho capes, we Gnd
her with 1,000,000 in Senegambia, a province
of untold future wealth and importance 5 on

the Cbte d'Or (also called Porto-Novo); at Gaboonwith 200,000; at He de la Reunion with
225,000; at the lies Mayotte and Noasi-Bti with
iri,000, and at lie Ste. Mario with 10,000 subjects.Mauritius, the lie de France and her
alliances in Madagascar, make her strong in
the Mozambique Channel, as she is strong in
the Mediterranean and the Red seas. In Asia
she protocts in the usual way the brilliant little
kingdom of Cambodia, and holds six provinces
of Cochin China, and the fine old settlement of
Pondicherry and its dependencies. In Oceania
she has New Caledonia and the Loyalty and
Marquesas islands, with nearly 2,000,000 inhabitants,and protects the Tahiti group and
the Gambier islands as well as tho Touamatou
and Toubouai isles. These protectorates give
her 1,000,000 of people. In America she has
French Guiana, Guadeloupe, Martinique, St.
Pierre and Miqnelon, with 2,800,000 inhabit

nu. .i.A »n,i
tlllLO. 1UUU DUv) Ut»9 uauiu^ ll'iaw auu DUUiICmeatsof some iiaportanco at Cu^a Breton and
many minor points dotted over tho Western
hemisphere. In Ado, it will be safe >o computethat, scattered about thus, she has devotedlyattached to her fully 12,000,000 of
people, partly natives of tho respective countriesand partly of French origin. Then she
has her "factories" in China and Japan, and,
quite oddly to relate, a sympathetic population
in Eastern Russia, the descendants of Frenchmenwho found their way by fortune of war
to Siberia.

It will be seen, by comparing the survey wo

have taken with the map, that France thus
literally encompasses tho globe with a sories
of strong positions so skilfully pitched near

continents, straits, narrow sens and the mouths
of great rivers, that, in case of any disabling
misfortune occurring to her great English
rival, sho would but have to tighten her reins,
so to speak, in orde.? to crush almost any o.tber
antagonist. The United States woull soon
have felt this boa constrictor clasp had French

MAf.lYoAll Urn .AAAni I-
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Mexico and on the Isthmus of Twhuantepec.
As it is, with Cuba in Spanish hands to-day,
in French hands, possibly, ere long, there remainsa miybty fulcrum closo to our own

doors for a lever, one end of which might be
grasped ai d pressed in Paris and tho other be
prying away the foundations of independent
strength in either North or South America.
It is well that France is, indeed, our firm and
fa3t friend, and that the coup (Teiat d Vcxierieur
or outside S ate-stroke which was, to follow
the one achieved on the 'id of December,
1851, has never been directed against us, else
might we, ton, have had sore reason to feel
the strangling pressure of tho great cordon
which cumulative genius has drawn, for the
iutended France of the future, completely
around the planet. As it is, wo may escape
the lasso for all time if we have statesmen who
"know a hawk from a hernshaw when the
wind's southerly,"

/
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Debu
Mr. Boutwell's debt statement for the last

month makes out a reduction of something
over seventeen millions in the national
debt for t'mt parloti. The Sjcretary li
going on better and hatter all the lime.
Eight or nino millions surplus a month tv
bo applied to tho liquidation of the debt
was a considerable sum; ten millions was

better still; but seventeen millions, whioh 1b at
the rate of a hundred and eighty millions a

~i.i « it j.t.t !.
year, as Kiuuuus, aaa aaows tuiu lac uum 13

a bagatelle to thia rioh and prosperous oo:;ntrj.The reduction in Juno wan over twenty
millions, whioh makes within \he last two
months over thirty-flva millions. Of oonrso,
we cannot ezpeot the debt to bo l'qutdatedho rapidly hereafter when the laws of
Congress reducing taxation come into <>prration; but we have no doubt there will be still
a largo surplus to be applied to the payment
of the debt. The United States can pay t»h® v

whole off in fifteen years. Never before in tlSs
history of nations did any couutry show oiK-fc
resources and wealth. There ought to be u®

difficulty in funding the debt at a lower rate of
interest, and there is no reason why tl.-e credit v

of the republio should not stand higbeet In lit®
markets of the world.

r l'*Tampering with the Hwitctu '

On Saturday night a freight train, on tb»
Susquehanna division of the Erie Riilroad,
going west, was thrown off the track. Thi
forward cars were smashed to pieces and a
niunoer 01 norses in me cars were more or iras

injured, wbile two men were instantly killed.
Tbe conductor and engineer declared that the
accident was caused by some person baring
"tampered with the switoh." Doubtless many
railway accide ;ts hare been oaused by persons
"tampering with the Bwitob;" but if pnbiie
opinion were as keenly alire as it ought to be
to the rital importance of detecting and
sererely punishing these diabolical "lampererS
with the switch" their occupation wonld soon

be gone. Aloreorer, tho guilt to be jnstly laid
to their charge is but a molehill to the moon- *

tain of responsibility that weighs upon railway
corporations themselves for the rast majority
of accidents directly or Indirectly occasioned
by their culpable indifference to human life.
A full and aco irate statistical record of such
accidents during tho last ten years would '

rercal an aggregate of horrible results too
dreadful to contemplate. The statement
which the lato Mr. Nathan made to an Amsrioanrailway king, that at the Mount Sinai Hospitalalone, "in the course of two years,
nearly forty persons, more or less seriously
injured along the line of his railroad iu tho
city, had been brought in and treated, without
the expense of a cent either to the railroad or

to the injured parties," gives but a faint idea
of the accidents which occur along the thousandsof miles of railway in the United States.
The inual verdict in each of these cases is,
"Nobody to blame." But the timo will surely
come when no such verdict can be accepted,
r.nd when tampering with human life on the
part of railway corporations shall excite ua ,

deep indignation and bo as summarily paa
» * J -T

I3uea as any uuegeu tauiperiug w*hu iu»

switch" by individuals.

Life in the Land of Steady IIabitb..
Tbey have a very "promiscuous" way of doing
ugly things in Connecticut. For instance, a

dead body is picked up on a beach, and,
although the case is evidently one of human
slaughter, the Coroner's investigation ceases

witu the retention of a pair of old shoes belongingto the victim. On another occasion
a colored barber becomes enamored of a servantgirl, and because she does not reciprocatehis ardor ho blazes away with a revolver
at an unoffending hackman, who has a couple
of slugs lodged in his bruin by the infuriated
tonsorialist, and who, of course, escapes. Betterrevive the Blue laws than have such crime*
go unpunished.

BROOKLYN CITY Ni,W3.
There were M,ooi) visitors at Prospect Park Usa

week.

There are 747 remaining Inmates in the King*
County Almshouse.

Tnc colored folks assembled yesterday at Han!t'F >

Myrtle Avenue Park, and In a lestive manner celebratedthe anniversary of the emancipation of
negroes in Uiu West ladies.

A ease of small pox was reported to the Health
OiDcer yesterday. The patient, a boy of fourteen
years, resides la Bergen street, near Rochester avenue.lie was removed to the hospital at platb.ah.

r>
Judge Pratt, of the bnpreme Court., yesterday

issued a mandamus directing the Common Council
to pass a resolution Instructing the Corporation
Counsel to apply 101 the appointment of conuiLUh
mourns for the opening of Pratt street, li. D.

Patrick Ulggins and John Chail entered WluW
zleer's saloon, No. -43 Atlantic street, and utte*
partaking of lager, which they refused to pay foi;
siai'bed Mrs. Wuil&lz r witn a caulk.ug oulael ovef
the left eye. They were arrested and lock up hi tah
First precinct station house.

Bridget Forrcll wis beaten severely a'ront the
head with a heavy caue by her "bolter hair,"
Thomas Farrell, on Sunday night, at their placs of
abode, No. 04 Halite street. The nnbappy recipient
of tne "striking proofs" of Thomas' ami. turn was
conveyed to the hospital for surgical care. The
bi uiaifeliow was locked up to await the reBuit of
her lujurlea.
The Brooklyn Rink Is still well patronised,,

and the well known manager, Mr. Chlchoster,
Is exerting himself to Keep up tue iunm;»i, mm us

constantly in attendance. One of the numerous at*
UiictioiiH is tho sitig.ng of Mile. Frcdrlcaa llanaM.
who Is always well encored. Next week, it Is said.
Miss Salvador will make her debut. Last evening
was the tifiy-ibiru concert, ami the attendance wa3
an excel.eut proof of the appreciation of the pa* '

irons.

Michael Armstrong was stabbed tn the right breast
and cut about the head with a knife In the bands o|
John O'llern, residing In Tenth avenue, near Six- *

tocn.h Btreet, Oowanus, on Sunday night. O'lloro
was ingaueU in the innocent occupation ot wi.g
beating when Armstrong interfered lu her dofenco,
and w as tn us suuauinardy disposed of. Scrgoan*
Malier, of tuo Kighib precinct, arrested tbeO'Uora
to await the result of the injuries Inflicted by Una,
which are of a serious character.

journalist,c waits.
The Aberdeen (Miss.) JBxantner states that tn*

Meridian chronicle has died of the Governor's vet®
of iho District Printing bill. Its publisher held half
of the State, county, city and national oillce.s in tnal
locality. The verdict in tlio c.;se of that publish*
should be."Died of too much ofll.e."
Some of the North Carolina papers are printer. »n

bine Ink. Things generally In the old North Star®
seem to have taken that hue lately.
The Grccnsburg Tribune Is tho name ot a new

county paper in Pennsylvania. It hits a high opiu*
lou of Senator Cameron.
A Georgia papor thinks that rnnnlrg a new r

hi the summer time Is very much like n iws> hm I

and llfty pound faiaale going through " a M » ,

Misery," lu the Mammoth Cave, Iheygott o

bat caa't tea how*


